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did it deny the legality of the Slave Trade. The
Slave Trade went on until the campaign of Wilber-
force and Clarkson secured the passage of the Act
of Parliament which forbade it and penalised it in
1807. Even after that the profits of the Slave
Trade were so great that many speculators con-
tinued it, and it was not until the Act of 1814 declared
that Slave Trade offences were to be regarded as
equivalent to piracy that the practice was effectively
stopped. By the Slave Trade Act of 1814, any
British subject or any one residing within the King's
Dominions is deemed guilty of piracy who upon the
high seas or in any place within the Admiralty's
jurisdiction knowingly and wilfully receives or
carries away any person as a slave. So far as British
law is concerned, this, therefore, was the effective
end of the Slave Trade. As I have pointed out
elsewhere,1 an international agreement to treat slave-
trading as piracy would be the most effective means
of abolishing it all over the world.
But though the Slave Trade was abolished by
British law, and though slavery had been declared
impossible on the soil of England, the status of
slavery still continued in British Colonies as well
as in the Southern States of America and in many
other countries. It was not until 1833 that the
Act was passed which abolished the status of slavery
in our Colonies. It was not until the American
Civil War that it was ended in the United States*
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